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GE N. Xviii. 2 ;. 


That be far from thee, to do after this manner, to flay the 
righteous with the wicked ; and that the righteous” ſhould 
be as the wicked, that be far from thee : Shall not the 
Fudge of all the earth do right? | 1 


Es, moſt certainly; for juſtice is the eſſential rectitude 
of the Divine will and nature, the ſettled ſtandard of his re- 


ſpective proceedings; as with the apoſtate angels; fo with the 
children of men. "Tis the Magna Charta, virtually contain- | 
ng all laws relating either to temporal life, or eternal falyation. Each 
providential diſpenſation is conducted with the utmoſt impartiality, and 
warranted by the ſtricteſt rules of equity; as abundantly appears in this 
paſſage of ſacred hiſtory, in this pathetical conference between Almighty 
God, and his faithful ſervant Abraham, concerning the deſtruction of 
Sm, and the neighbouring cities. a ff | | 
However, tis not neceſſary, eſpecially in ſuch an audience, to conſider 
theſe words, as bearing a reference to the preceding and fubſequent verſes; 
but, as containing an entire propoſition, an undoubted maxim both in 
natural and revealed Religion; that the Fudge of all the earth acts righ- 
tcouſly, executes a true judgment, ſubject to no error or colluſion, and 
impoflible to be reverſed. For the queſtion here propoſed will not admit 
of any demur ; tis no moot-caſe ; but anſwers itſelf in the ſtrongeſt. 
terms, in the moſt undeniable negation. Tis ſo far from God, ſo ab- 
horrent to the purity of his nature, ſo diametrically oppoſite to his will, 
which is the ſole boundary of his power, 0 do after this manner, accord- 
g to this word, or thing, to ſlay the righteous with the wicked : and 
lat the righteous ſhould be equally condemned for guiltineſs as the wicked 
are; that tis a direct prophangtion, as the original word? imports; tis 
utterly forbidden, tis impoſſible = be acted by God's abſolute Wars 


n. Profanavit, violavit, irritum Fecit. 
1 . „ 


e eee eee 5 »-- —— 
and dug FR” His will is Ae e! to the contrary; 
and we, without the moſt daring preſumption, cannot offer to extend hi 
omnipotency beyond that. Which, 57 } being duly obſerved, we 
may confidently aver, nothing zs ro hard for th e Lord*. The Fudge i of 
all the earth can execute every purpoſe, and whatever is thus perfor med, 
cannot be otherwiſe than juſt and right. For tho God deſervedly claims 
the prerogative of ee ee laws for all his creatures, and demands an 
abſolute and unlimited obedience, yet is he a perfect law to himſelf, an 
agreeable harmony of juſtice and mercy. Hence he will for ever main- 
tain the cauſe of the righteous, who CRORE. their thoughts, words, 
and actions to his known revealed will; Fe deſtroy the 
wicked and impenitent, who wilfully trank ref nerring rule ; for 
he ſitteth in the throne of equity judging right. 
In the further proſecution of this ſubject, [ Wg. 5 Diving af- 
ſiſtance, to conſider theſe particulars. 


5 V. That Almighty God is the Fountain of rintice, t the ſupreme Judge 
pl all the earth; that his adminiſtration Fs and ju * here- 
after, are altogether righteous, 


2 That ſome branches of this power and ills are loin 
and conſigned over by the Sovereign Lord to his deputed officers, 


; Laſtly. That all in their ſeveral ſtations ou ght to copy after this inimit- 
able original; and what benefits and advantages each nation, or 


particular perſon may reaſonably expect by ſuch \ conformuty. 


II. then; I ſhall conſider and proye that Almighty God is the Fountain 
of juſtice, the ſupreme Judge of all the earth; hat his eee 
here, and judgment hereafter, are altogether righteous. 4 

The veracity of whoſe eternal exiſtence needs no proof, for none can be 
made without it. Every thing beſpeaks and preſuppoſes ſome firſt, ſupreme, 
and independent Cauſe, ſuch a governi and controlling Principle, as 
derived its being from no ſuperior ; yet ſuc Y as, diſtribate 4 either life or 
ſubſiſtence to all things. Hence the are verdict of 1 the 
unanimous agreement bar all nations Ad ple riſe up i ent, 
and is the folly and unreaſonableneſs ra ain and collec din "Ke 

0 


a Var. 14. « Plalm i ix, 4 | 


No evil or impiety can proceed from him, who is the Author of all god- 
kneſs, No error or miſtake. can be found i in him, who is ſo perfectly 
conſtant, ſo juſt and true; as ſubject to no change or inſtability; not 

capable of deceiving others, or liable to be deceived himſelf; but perpe- 
tually determined to the advancement of truth, by the infallible direction 
of bis own nature. 
This aſſertion being g granted, wo NW) = commands or forbids muſt 
be highly agreeable to R aſtice, -He, who is infinitely wiſe and omni- 
cient, will admit of no feigned devotion, no eee piety. An 
outward formality will by no means avail to ſalvation. Such empty ob- 
ations will not avert the d leaſure of a provoked Judge. No laſting peace 
or comfort can poſſibl be procured, but by integrity and upright deal- 
ings. The favour of that Sovereign Lord, who created us out of nothing, 
who redeemed us from fin and miſery, and who is always ready to ſanc- 
tify us with the, riches of his grace, (being deſirous that a// ſhould come 
unto the knowledge of the truth, yore be ſaved*) can never be obtained, but 
by an 8 and exemplary obedience to thoſe righteous laws, which he 
has graciouſly y enacted. Let him therefore be our fear; let him be our dread®. 
Let his infallible word be our principal guide. Let reaſon vail to reve- 
ation, and ſenſe to faith; all prejudicate notions to the undoubted oracle 
of truth, and the imperfect laws of man to the moſt perfect commands 
of God; from whom, as from an unexhauſted fountain, all the com- 
mon duties of humanity are derived. Each bright beam of juſtice is 
darted out from this reſplendent Sun of * ce 1 in him negative 
and poſitive juſtice are manifeſtly diſcerned, and ſhine forth with uncon- 
teſted evidence. He will not involve the righteous in the ſame condem- 
nation with the wicked; but allot and itribr rewards to the good, to 
the diligent obſervers: of the law; and puniſhments to the wicked, to. 
the wilful tranſgreſſors and violators of his ri ghteous ſtatutes. If an 
ſeeming difficulties or inequalities occur in the 9 of worldly. _ 
fairs, i and the beauty of God's ad- 
miniſtration finally appear, beyond the pretence of any enz, juſt, 
proportionate, an and harmonious, 77 

The Divine Power has ſufficiently maniſeſted i its W an as 
in the wonderful works of creation; ſo by other viſible and demonſtrable. 
bgns, in the ſeveral acts of his government e z which even. 
ſome of the wiſeſt heathens irgely by ackbowledg and theſe are "get 

e 


*n * Tim, ii. 4. _ Jia. viii, 13+ 


and unſpotted goodneſs, His will is expreſly declared to the contrary . 
and we, without the moſt daring preſumption, cannot offer to extend 7 
omnipotency beyond that. Which regulation being duly obſerved, we 
may confidently aver, nothing 7s 799 hard for the Lord *. The Fudge of 
all the earth can execute every purpoſe, and whatever is thus performed 
cannot be otherwiſe than juſt and right. For tho' God deſervedly claims 
the prerogative of enacting laws for all his creatures, and demands an 
abſolute and unlimited obedience, yet is he a perfect law to himſelf; an 
agreeable harmony of juſtice and mercy. Hence he will for ever main. 
tain the cauſe of the righteous, who conform their thoughts, words, 
and actions to his known revealed will; and perpetually deſtroy the 
wicked and impenitent, who wilfully tranſgreſs this unerring rule; for 
he ſitteth in the throne of equity judging right ®. 

In the further proſecution of this ſubject, I purpoſe, by Divine af- 
ſiſtance, to conſider theſe particulars. | 


I. That Almighty God is the Fountain of juſtice, the 7 Judge 
of all the earth; that his adminiſtration here, and judgment here- 
after, are altogether righteous, Y 


IIaly. That ſome branches of this power and authority are delegated 
and conſigned over by the Sovereign Lord to his deputed officers. 


Laſtly. That all in their ſeveral ſtations ought to copy after this inimit- 
able original ; and what benefits and advantages each nation, or 


particular perſon may reaſonably expect by ſuch conformity. 


IJ. then; I ſhall conſider and prove that Almighty God is the Fountain 
of juſtice, the ſupreme Judge of all the earth; that his adminiſtration 
here, and judgment hereafter, are altogether righteous. _ 

The veracity of whoſe eternal exiſtence needs no proof, for none can be } 
made without it. Every thing beſpeaks and preſuppoſes ſome firſt, ſupreme, 
and independent Cauſe, ſuch a governin and controlling Principle, as 
derived its being from no ſuperior ; yet ſuch, as. diſtributed either life or 
ſubſiſtence to all things. Hence the general verdict of mankind, the 
unanimous agreement of all nations and people riſe up in judgment, 
and teſtify the folly and unreaſonableneſs of vain and conceited infidelity. 

| No 


a Ver. 14. b P/alm ix. 4. 
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No evil or impiety can proceed from him, who is the Author of all god- 
ines, No error or miſtake. can be found in him, who is ſo perfectl 
conſtant, ſo juſt and true; as ſubject to no change or inſtability ; not 
capable of deceiving others, or liable to be deceived himſelf; but perpe- 
tally determined to the advancement of truth, by the infallible direction 
of his own nature. 5 88 | 

This aſſertion being granted, whatever he commands or forbids muſt 
be highly agreeable to juſtice, He, who is infinitely wiſe and omni- 
ſcient, will admit of no feigned devotion, no hypocritical piety. An 
outward formality will by no means avail to ſalvation. Such empty ob- 
lations will not avert the diſpleaſure of a provoked Judge. No laſting peace 
or comfort can poſſibly be procured, but by integrity and upright deal- 
ings. The favour of that Sovereign Lord, who created us out of nothing, 
who redeemed us from fin and miſery, and who is always ready to ſanc- 
tify us with the riches of his grace, (being defirous that a/! ſhould come 
unto the knowledge of the truth, and be ſaved*) can never be obtained, but 
by an holy and exemplary obedience to thoſe righteous laws, which he 
has graciouſly enacted. Let him therefore be our fear; let him be our dread®. 
Let his infallible word be our principal guide. Let reaſon vail to reve- 
lation, and ſenſe to faith; all prejudicate notions to the undoubted oracle 
of truth, and the imperfect laws of man to the moſt perfect commands 
of God; from whom, as from an unexhauſted fountain, all the com- 
mon duties of humanity are derived. Each bright beam of juſtice is 
darted out from this reſplendent Sun of righteouſneſs : in him negative 
and poſitive juſtice are manifeſtly diſcerned, and ſhine forth with uncon- 
teſted evidence. He will not involve the righteous in the ſame condem- 
nation with the wicked; but allot and diſtribute rewards to the good, to 
the diligent obſervers of the law; and puniſhments to the wicked, to. 
the wiltul tranſgreſſors and violators of his righteous ſtatutes. If an 
ſeeming difficulties or inequalities occur in the diſpoſition of worldly af- 
fairs, yet all will in due time be rectified, and the beauty of God's ad- 
miniſtration finally appear, beyond the pretence of any exceptions, juſt, 
proportionate, and harmonious, N 
The Divine Power has ſufficiently manifeſted its virtue and energy, as 
in the wonderful works of creation; ſo by other viſible and demonſtrable: 
ſigns, in the ſeveral acts of his government and providence ; which even 
ſome of the wiſeſt heathens freely acknowledged: and theſe are 3 

| 1 played 
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phyed by that laſt and moſt perfect revelation of the Divine will in tie 
perſon of the Meſſiah, who is become an univerſal Saviour to redeem at 
penitent offenders by the moſt prevailing ranſom. For without thi 
agreeable proſpect, the remiſſion of fins, how very terrible and aſtoniſhing 
is the apprehenſion of an angry and provoked Judge! Who can {tang 
and confidently appear in his ſight without a powerful Advocate? Wil 
not the overflowing flood of his encreaſing 1 utterly conſume 
us, if no rock of falvation and ſecurity be found? Will not our ſickneſß 
prove dangerous and mortal without à ikilful phyſician? Sure, if our 
cauſe be doubtful, or poſſibly bad, we want the beſt counſellor to ma. 
nage it. Original corruption has polluted our natures much; but wilful 
depravity and actual diſobedience much more. If then, the terms pro- 
poſed by Divine revelation do not affiſt and relieve our otherwiſe deſperate 
caſe; how is it poſſible, that weak, corrupt, and unrepaired reaſon 
thould ! This is to confound the common notions of good and evil, to 
put bitter for feeet, and feet for bitter, as the Evangelical prophet 
Tſaiah ſpeaks, v. 20. to the abettors of which diſtaſtful tenets he pro- 
nounces a dreadful woe. Theſe prefer ſenſual, even more than brutal 
pleaſures, to the moſt refined and ſpiritual delights ; they ſet up each 
wild and ridiculous opinion to confront the beſt atteſted knowledge, the 
ſure word of prophecy ; thus the tranſition is eaſy and natural from bad 
practices to worſt principles. But /ball not the Fudge al all the earth h 
right? Shall he not execute ſevere judgment againſt fuch wretches, who 
dare by a premeditated act to prophane his holy day? Some fins are un- 
adviſedly and ſuddenly committed; the violence of paſſion, or the ſur- 
riſal of a tempting object 2 Fn too many beyond meaſure ; but 
hire is no pretence, no room for a plea. Tis like raifing a rebellion | 
againſt the ſupreme Majeſty of heaven; a deliberate offence, ſtudied and 
contrived ; perpetrated againſt knowledge, againſt ſelf-conviction, and 
repeated warnings and threatnings. "Tis the too fruitful ſeminary, the 
{ad forerunner of moſt other fins and evils, and indeed by a natural con- 
ſequence ; for they, who fear not to qa God, but vilify his honour, 
and forget his peculiar memento, will hardly dread the diſpleaſure of man. 
If Divinity be thus inſulted by ſuch prophanation, by lightly, wantonly, 
or notoriouſly uſing God's facred name, by ridiculing his word and facra- 
ments, or by any blaſphemous ſpeeches ; how can mortality hope to 
eſcape? Surely ſuch, inſtead of working out their ſalvation with fear and | 
; trembling, 
I 


(s) 


trembling, as St. Paul directs in Phil. ii. 12, do haſten on by foolith and 
ſhameful exceſs their own miſery. | 

But further; Some plead the powerful dominion to fin, to excuſe their 
wilful perverſeneſs. What? Shall not the Fudge of all the earth do right ? 
Has our Almighty Creator ſubjected us in very deed to a neceſſity of 
inning grievouſly, and yet will he puniſh us for ſuch involuntary 
acts? No certainly, Theſe are blind conjectures, or rather impious 
tenets ; unjuſt reflections on the moſt righteous Lawgiver, who has un- 
doubtedly imprinted in our natures the notions of good and evil, of vir- 
tue and vice; the choice whereof is free and voluntary. Life and death 
are propounded to our acceptance. No unavoidable fate determines us ; 
for otherwiſe ; we could neither be ſaved, nor damned with juſtice. 
Confider withal; how ungratefully we undervalue the ineſtimable bene- 
fits of our redemption, when for the ready purchaſe of, and enfeoffment 
in them, we will not forego and relinquiſh that pretended right and title, 
which evil habits and cuſtoms claim, tho' by a long preſcription, over us? 
[s it juſt to prefer the tranſitory pleaſures of ſin; and indeed, too often 
the ſevere N and penalties annexed, before the exquiſite delights of re- 
ligion ? whoſe virtue and efficacy continue on to a bleſſed immortality. 

Now then; Let us not dare ſo highly to affront our own reaſon, the 
dictates of our holy Religion, and the common ſenſe of mankind, as to 
defy the ſacred Majeſty of heaven, and trample under foot his gracious 
laws. They manage very indiſcreetly their ſpiritual concerns, and 
ground their hopes on a ſandy foundation, who conceive, that God will 
be pacified for their manifold treſpaſſes, by a common act of humiliation ; 
that they may ſtill fin on without further control, and often tranſgreſs, 
if they as often repent. But the ſtrict charge of the omniſcient Judge is 
not to be thus eluded. This perverſe method will rather inflame than ex- 
tinguiſh the Divine vengeance ; it will ſharpen the edge of his fiery indig- 
nation, to conſume all hypocritical and obſtinate offenders with undoubted 
puniſhments, with eternal torments. A truth this, not only warranted 
by ſufficient proofs from Scripture, being expreſſed in the tulleſt terms 
imaginable, as evidently appears from St. Mark ix. 43, and the follow- 


ing verſes, where the replication enforces the plea more ſtrongly, and a 


three-fold cord is not eaſily broken, To confirm which in St. Luke's 
goſpel, xvi. 26. an undeniable reaſon is aſſigned by the utter impoſſibility of 


any return, even after the duration of many ages, from miſery to © i 
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pineſs ; Between us and you, ſays Abraham to Dives, there is a great gu 
fixed; ſo that they which would paſs from hence to you, cannot; neith,, Wl > 5 
can they paſs to us, that would come from thence. But tis alſo ca pable of m- 
ſtrong evidence and conviction, from the principles of reaſon and com. Ml ar 
mon equity; which preponderate too much, if not alone, with ſome 
men; but how very unjuſtly, I leave their beloved idol regſen, and their 
own unprejudiced conſcience to judge ; when I demand, What ? Did the 
Sovereign Lord in creating mankind exclude himſelf from all tribute of 
glory from his creatures, and impart to them the prerogative of reaſon, 
that they might limit his omnipotency, and reſtrain his juſtice? Sure; if 
eternal rewards are granted to the faithful and obedient without any juſt 
claim of merit, no injury is done, if the unbelieving and impenitent are 
puniſhed with everlaſting. torments. They, who fin, are finite; tis 
true, as having a beginning: yet, after a temporal diſſolution, they con- 
tinue for ever and ever in an unchangeable ſtate of happineſs or miſery, 
for thus the righteous Fudge of all the earth has determined it in Mart. 
xxv. 46. againſt whoſe abſolutely infinite nature they ſinned, and in all 
probability would have ſinned on, if permitted to live, thro many thou- 
ſand ages. N | 


I proceed now in the ſecond place to urge, 


That ſome branches of this power and authority are delegated and 
conſigned over by the Sovereign Lord to his deputed officers. 


To the King, as ſupreme in this land, and vicegerent of the moſt 
High; no vaſſal to the uſurping power of Rome; tho 4 glorious crown 
was publickly alledged, even in that city, above fifty years ago, to be reſerved 
for his illuſtrious Family *; no dutiful fon to the pretended vicar of Chriſt, 
and conſequently no image of the beaſt : but lawfully claiming that ſu- 
premacy, which the good kings of Judah exerted ; particularly Fehoſha- | 
phat, whoſe charge to the Judges, and other magiſtrates, is ſtrict and ſo- 
lemn in 2 Chron. xix. 6, and following verſes; and this Royal authority, 
appointed for the benefit of the people, is the livelieſt impreſſion of the 
image of God; carrying with its pomp and ſplendor no ordinary burden; 
inſomuch that a quiet ſubmiſſion, a chearful obedience is a much _ 


« See Interlocutiones inter Paſquinum && Marphorium, &c. printed ia Latin and French, 1632. 
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aſk than rule and government. Yet indeed, this weighty concern is in 
a great meaſure alleviated by God's particular regard to their perſons, and 
maintaining his own cauſe by a favourable charter of protection. Kings 
are in an eſpecial manner his miniſters and ſervants; an appellation this, 
which K. James I. valued above all his other ſcripture-titles. Under 
theſe, ſeveral Governors and officers are appointed and commiſſioned 
truly and indifferently to miniſter juſtice, for the puniſhment of evil 
hers, and for the. praiſe of them that do well*; for the maintenance 
of God's true religion and virtue. The power of life and death is 
upon certain conditions aſſigned over to them. The caſe is evident and 
expreſs with the reference to wilful murder in Gen. ix. 6. He that ſbed- 
&th man's blood, by man (i. e. by the ruling Magiſtrate in each nation) 
ſhall his blood be (moſt juſtly) ſhed : for in the image of God made he him; 
and conſequently by this high provocation the Divine Majeſty is peculiarly 
affronted. All others, who -unjuſtly aſſume the ſword, ſhall periſh 
by the fword of the ſupreme Power, who beareth not that vindictive 
weapon, that rod-of iron in vain; . which, like the flaming blade of the 
cherubims, turneth every way to guard the prerogative of the king, and 
the liberties. of the people. Hence, as St. Paul, the great champion of 
the Chriſtian faith, urges the Roman Emperor's commiſſion in Rom. xii. 4. 
He is the miniſter of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth 
evil, For the law muſt be ſatisfied, and iniquity purged away by the 
death of the offender ; that the land may be freed from the heavy guilt 
of innocent blood; The corrupt members of a community muſt be cut 
off by the ſword of juſtice, leſt by delay and impunity the malignant 
diſeaſe ſpread further, and the whole be infected. The Benjamites are 
a notorious inſtance of ſuch partiality and perverſeneſs; who, by refuſing 
to execute judgment on ſome vile malefactors, were reduced by bloody 
wars to an inconſiderable number, were almoſt depopulated. Thoſe of 
Abel © by the perſwaſion of a prudent woman managed their caſe wiſely 
and ſecurely ; for, by throwing the rebel's head over the wall to the reſo- 
lute general, the city was preſerved, and peace reſtored to Mael. 1+: 
This convention will, no doubt, be ſenfible of the unſpeakable benefits 
conveyed by a juſt adminiſtration. When prety and juſtice *, the two 
belt ſupports and pillars of any community are chiefly regarded. When 


no - 


* 2 St. Pet. ii. 14. d Judg. chap. xix, c. © 2 Sam. Ax. 4 The motto of -4 
Charles the IXth of France was, Pictate & Juftitid. a 
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no rigid ſeverity is practiſed; but a due moderation punctually obſeryeq 
When equity rules without extremity, and each man's peculiar right A 
determined, without wrong and injuſtice to any. When each rſs ſhall 
be heard with patience ; wiſe and diſcreet anſwers be given; the judg. 
ment upright and unbiaſſed; and the ſentence of execution tempered 
with the utmoſt mercy and compaſſion, When publick authority (aj 
ſcorn to reſent a private injury; neither ſhall the due courſe of juſtice he 
ſhamefully perverted by illegal practices. Thus what is related of the 
Areopagite judges among the Athenians may be verified of ours * ; Thy 
ſentence was fo upright, that none either appellant or priſoner, could ever 
ſay, that he was unjuſtly condemned. Now then; Let no perſon preſume 
to libel and calumniate the proceedings of a juſt Government and Mi. 
niſtry, or draw odious compariſons and falſe characters. With reference | 
to this baſe defamation even of private perſons, the Roman law * was very 
ſtrict, ordering that a certain letter in token of infamy ſhould. be burnt in 
his forehead, who, in his accuſation againſt another, had forged faults 
that were never committed. Hence, with regard to Judges, and other 
ruling Officers, the argument is more forcible and valid. They reſemble } 
the ſtrong ſupporting pillars of an houſe ; which, if ſhaken, or under. | 
mined, endanger the whole building. To ſecure againſt which deſola- 
tion, let us be willingly ſubject to thoſe Powers which are ordained of 
God; they attend continually, as his ſervants for the publick good. Ren- 
der therefore, as St. Paul, in conformity to our Bleſſed Saviour's injunc- 
tion ©, directs in Rom. xiii. 7. f all their dues : tribute to whom tribute is | 
due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, fear to whom fear, honour to whom honour. | 
T counſel thee, ſays that wile Ruler Solomon in Eccleſ. viii. 2. to keep the king's | 
commandment, and that in regard of the oath of God. 


1 proceed now in the laſt place to urge, 


That all in their ſeveral ſtations ought to copy after this inimitable ori- 
ginal ; and what benefits and advantages each nation, or particular perſon | 
may reaſonably expect by ſuch conformity. | 


Almighty God, that moſt upright Judge, bears long with ſinners, be- 
fore he repays vengeance ; which plainly demonſtrates his very * | 
| dilpo- |} 


a Vide Archeel. Attic. I. 3. c. 3. O Lex Memnonia; al. Rhemnia. e gt. Mat. xxii. 21. 


a 

diſpoſition, his unwillingneſs that any ſhould periſh, Hence they, 
who bear ſome {light injuries without taking the utmoſt advantage of 
the law, ſhall find an inward content, and meet deſervedly with out- 
ward applauſe. Yet withal, greater crimes demand the ſevereſt punith- 
ments. Rebellion and murder are ſins of a very enormous nature, 
as defacing God's authority and image impreſt on man. The former, 
in whatever ſhape it appears, whether it be open and notorious; or ſecret 
and undermining, has not in theſe Halcyon To the leaſt colour or pre- 
tence, Sure I am, our gracious Sovereign dares appeal to the impartial 
tribunal, to the righteous Fudge of all the earth for the vindication of his 
cauſe, and deciſion of his right; before whoſe awful throne for the pru- 
dent adminiſtration of juſtice and clemency he may reſt ſecure, not only 
of an honourable diſcharge, but of a bountiful euge. Whilſt his falſe 
accuſers and malicious adverſaries do juſtly merit either ſhame and con- 
tempt, as the loweſt wages; or temporal death, as the higheſt here; yet, 

if they repent not ſincerely of their ungrateful and rebellious practices, 

may deſervedly expect from the omnipotent Judge eternal miſery and 

deſtruction. Widely different from theſe was the mild and peaceable 
behaviour of the Sicilians, whoſe cauſe the prince of orators pleaded 
againſt encroaching Verres, who had haraſſed them exceedingly ; yet, 

even under theſe oppreſſions, they revolted not: but, in conſideration of 
the invaluable benefits, which they at other times received from the Ro- 

nan government, diſpenſed with a temporary inconvenience. Whereas 

our malecontents do utter cauſeleſs curſes, and ſpeak not only irreverent, 

but baſe, and threatning language, and conſequently are liable to be im- 

pleaded ; I will not fay, they ſtand convicted by their own conſcience, 

tho' the regular courſe of affairs for ſo many years ſtifly, but in vain op- 

pugned, teſtifies to their face, and renders them happy even againſt their 

wills. Thus, as an excellent writer obſerves, © We have reaſon, and juſ- 

tice, and law, and loyalty -on our fide; all thoſe the enemies of our 

church and tate muſt want.” Now then; what can poſſibly provoke any 

even to a diſlike of our preſent conſtitution. ' No lawful pretence of ty- 

rannical uſurpation, of male-adminiſtration. Is not the authority of 

Kingly government duly preſerved and maintained without any encroach- 

ment on the liberties of the people? Is not the good and ſafety of the 


cſtabliſhed Church firmly ſecured in all its juſt rights, and the utmoſt re- 
1M D regard 


a Bp. Sprat. 


(to) : 


rd had to conſciences truly ſcrupulous ? Is not jaftice faithfully adi; 
a” and executed in each 1 court? The wiſe — 
dent Councils; the reſolute and indefatigable Miniſtry guard all Avenues , 
neither do they give any advantage to the crafty and deceitful of working 
upon them; for, being conſtant to themſelves, they act not raſhly and 
unadviſedly ; their ſevere virtue, and unfeigned regard to the publick 
welfare, ſecure them from the attempts of open enemies, and perk. 
dious friends. ; 

Certainly then; We ſhall be utterly inexcuſeable; if, when ſuch a 
large and continued proſpect of peace and happineſs is. afforded, we 
refuſe to comply with thoſe eaſy terms and conditions. on which it is 
founded; the exertion of juſtice, the love of mercy, and humility to- 
wards God. We, who ſtedfaſtly believe, that an All-powerful Being 
not only created, but continually ſuſtains and ſupports every thing in its 
proper and determinate exiſtence, ſhould in all dutiful ſubmiſſion rea- 
dily and without ſcruple obey his Divine will and pleaſure, however 
conveyed and aſcertained to our knowledge. We ſhould duly obſerve 
each injunction of our Lawgiver, and pay ſuch an awful regard and 
deference to the infinite and exalted Majeſty of the Supreme Fudre 
of all the earth, as moſt thankfully to with that avowed obe- 
dience on which every gracious promiſe is founded, and to avoid, with 
the utmoſt abhorrence and deteſtation, thoſe ſeveral tranſgreſſions to 
the wilful perpetration of which the ſtrongeſt ſanction is added, and 
the heavieſt threatnings denounced. Now then; Be juſt to yourſelves ; 
to your own intereſt and reputation; to your bodies, to your ſouls. If 
even a baſe obſcenity in words ought carefully to be avoided, as treſ- 
paſſing much, not only on Chriſtian purity, but on the ſtated rules of 
good manners; certainly all unclean and degenerate actions ſhould be 
eſchewed with the greateſt averſion. If even reaſon dictates to us the un- 
naturalneſs of ſome ſins ; with what regard to Divine revelation can thoſe 
be committed, whoſe very names are diſagreeable to chaſt ears. 

Neither muſt we follow a multitude to do evil, as that prudent Judge 
warns the 1/raehtes in Exod. xxiii, 2, "Tis a poor excuſe to plead the 
generality ; a thin covering for a notorious deformity. Tis rather a 
moſt provoking affront, a ſtrong argument for a more con- 
demnation. What? Would the united force and combination of im- 
pious ſinners preſumptuouſly outbrave the Majeſty of heaven, or the 
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Pon earth ? Sure the more ſpread- 


crime, and more affronting the 


provocation z and finally, the redreſs and vengeance more ſevere; as 
the dreadful overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrha does abundantly teſtify. 
Not that I deſign to draw any parallel. riſons are odious, and 
zcry often falſe, Only let us in due time be perſwaded to act juſtly; to 
fear God, to honour the king *, and conſult each other's welfare. Let 
us regard not ſo much the form, as the power of godlineſs; neither 
contend ſo earneſtly for the ſhadow, as to loſe the ſubſtance; and by 
cauſeleſs diviſions weaken and endanger the foundation. We are all 
eſpouſed to the intereſt and proſperity of this happy Ifland ; let us 
equally concur in our grateful acknowledgments for God's undeſerved 
mercy ; for his favourable reſpite of juſtice. We are bleſt with abun- 
dance, even with ſuperfluities ; yet we complain; complain of the beſt 
of Governments, of the moſt peaceable times. What? Are we diſ- 
pleaſed for not being involved in a bloody and expenſive war ? Which, 
as Xenophon, the Greek hiſtorian obſerves ®, is not undertaken by wiſe and 
prudent Governors without abſolute neceſſity, unleſs upon very preſſing and 
emergent occaſions, A maxim this frequently inculcated by two great 
Roman generals. What? Is a ſettled peace ſuch a reſtleſs thing? Are 
troubles ſo very defireable, that we will not forego our perverſe hu- 
mours to be gratified with eaſe and plenty? Is it no mercy, but ra- 
ther a cruelty; and a ſufficient cauſe of murmuring againft Divine 
providence; and taxing our Supreme Governor,, his ſubordinate 
agents with blunders and miſmanagements ; that we have felt no ter- 
rors of war, (tho' all Europe almoft has been in a combuſtion, which 
now is happily extinguiſhed by God's bleſſing on our mediation,). that 
we have heard no alarms, but only by report? Is it not true, even to 
a demonſtration, that the mountains do oftner than yearly bring peace ; 
and the little hills do daily produce reghteguſneſs unto the peoples? 
Now then; Let the cauſe of piety, loyalty, juſtice and temper- 
ance, which this ſeaſon of Lent eſpecially demands, be maintained 
againſt all oppoſition. Ye ſerve a bountiful God; only make noty our 
preſent tranquillity an unhappy occaſion of future troubles, Be not 
deceived by the. crafty / infinuations of men of corrupt mings. nad re- 
| ous 


2 1 St. Pet. ii. 17. Hi. Græcæ 6%, | Scipio e and L. Aimiliue Paulus. 
See Grot, de Jure belli & pacis, l. 2. cap. 24. Sect. 9. 4 P/al. Ixxii. 3. 
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us; As true religion is maintained, and juſtice: orderly admi. 
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pread and dilate 
their malignant qualities in Oppolition to the beſt and 

laws; when reaſon, which ſhould upport, undermines religion; when 
revelation, which is God's important and ſtanding meſſa 
kind, is eagerly Oppoſed, and the weak voice of fallible man highly 
applauded. Safely may the Lord, zhe Judge of all the «4 
Controverſy with the inbabitants of this land; while as 
ſpeaks with reference to the chi 
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Fuft Publiſhed, wo 
UGONIS Grotii Annotationes in Vetus & Novum Teftamentum, juxta 
—" FEditionem Amſteladamenſem MDCLXXIX. in Compendium re- 
dctæ; quibus Nova acceſſit Præfatio. A Samuele Moody, A. M. 4to. 
Sold by F. Buckland, at the Buck in Pater-Noſter- Row. 
Where may be had, | 
Propoſals, by the ſame Author, for printing by Subſcription, A ſhort Pa- 
raphraſe on the Old and New Teſtament. herein the ſacred Text is pre- 
ſerved entire, and the Senſe briefly explained, in a different Character by a Pa- 
rentheſis, as moſt clearly appears by the Specimen. This Work, collected in 
a great Meaſure from many eminent Authors, is principally deſigned to pro- 
mote the diligent Peruſal of the Holy Scriptures, by rendering them eaſily to 
be underſtood. To which will be added, a ſuitable Preface, and a lare Index. 


Where likewiſe may be had the following Books, 


FOL TO. 

Patrick, Louth and Whithy's Comment. on the Old and New Teft.. 6 Vols, 

Dr. Hammond's Annotations on the New Teſtament. 

Burkitt's Annotations on. the New Teſtament. 

Dupin's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 7 Vols. compleat. 

Leſly's Theological Works, 2 Vols. 

Archbiſhop Tillotſon's Sermons. | 

Biſhop Pear/on's Expoſition of the Creed. 

Biſhop Burnet's Expoſition of the 39 Articles; 

Dr. Comber*s Expoſition of the Common Prayer. 

Dr. Cave's Lives of the Primitive Fathers, 2 Vols. 

Biſhop Taylor's Life of Chriſt, with Cuts. 

Dr. Fiddes's Practical Diſcourſes. 

Atlas Maritimus & Commercialis: Or, a General View of the World, fo far 
as relates to Trade and Navigation: Giving a Deſcription of all the Coaſts, 
Ports, Harbours, and noted Rivers, according to the lateſt Diſcoveries, and 
moſt exact Obſervations, 

Newcourt's London Dioceſe, 2 Vols. 

Sir Walter Raleigb's Hiſtory of the World. 

Sir William Dugdale's Hiſtory of St. Paul's Cathedral. 

Biſhop Burnet's Hiſtory of his own Time, 2 Vols. 

The Works of King Charles I. 

Selden's Titles of Honour. 

Lord Bacon's Works, 4 Vols. 

Burnet's Theory of the Earth. 7 
2 UVART O. 

Philoſophical Tranſactions abridg'd, 5 Vols. 

Arbuthnot's Tables of antient Coins, Weights and Meaſures. 

Pomet's compleatHiſtory of Drugs and Animals, 2 Vols. illuſtrated with 
above 400 Copper-Plate Cuts. | 

Sprati's Hiſtory of the Royal Society. 

Heury's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, . 3 Vols, 
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